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Zespri RubyRed™ to hit one million trays this season

Around one million trays, or 3,600 tonnes of Zespri’s popular berry-like Zespri RubyRed™ Kiwifruit are
expected to be devoured this season.

Zespri RubyRed™ Kiwifruit is now available in most supermarkets and fruit and vegetables stores in New
Zealand and will also be in markets throughout Asia Pacific including Japan, China, Taiwan and Singapore
and for the first time this season in South Korea, Malaysia and Hong Kong.

Zespri Chief Executive Officer Dan Mathieson says it’s exciting to reach the one million tray milestone for
Zespri RubyRed™ Kiwifruit which is in its third year of commercial production.

“Our Zespri RubyRed™ Kiwifruit volume has tripled compared to last season so it’s fantastic to have
more fruit available for our customers and consumers in New Zealand and across Asia Pacific, including a
number of new markets this year. There’s strong demand for RubyRed which generates a really high
level of excitement and uptake amongst customers and consumers, and particularly younger consumers
who love the distinctive taste, colour and health benefits.”

Zespri RubyRed™ Kiwifruit was developed through Zespri’s world-leading kiwifruit breeding programme,
in partnership with Plant & Food Research and has a smaller natural fruit size.

Mr Mathieson says, “We’re expecting strong growth across all our kiwifruit varieties this season, with
193 million trays of kiwifruit to be shipped to markets around the world, with our Zespri RubyRed™
Kiwifruit crop volume increasing with new orchards coming into production.

“As our newest kiwifruit variety, we continue to build our knowledge of Zespri RubyRed™ Kiwifruit so
we can meet the strong demand we’re seeing and this includes gathering consumer feedback to drive
strong per tray returns in our markets and maximise the value we can return for our RubyRed growers.

“We’re really excited about our red variety which complements our Green and SunGold™ varieties. It's
also a variety which is helping bring new and younger consumers to the kiwifruit category and we
believe increased production in the coming years will support its growth in high value markets.”

Strong marketing campaigns will support the sale of Zespri RubyRed™ Kiwifruit across markets this year.
This season’s campaigns will include in-store activations and sampling, as well as digital and social
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campaigns using influencers to highlight the distinctive flavour as well as the health benefits of Zespri
RubyRed™.

Zespri and Plant & Food Research continue to explore new kiwifruit varieties through its world leading
Kiwifruit Breeding Centre formed as a joint venture in 2021.

Facts & figures

e Zespri RubyRed™ Kiwifruit supply is expected to triple in volume in 2024 vs 2023 to around one
million trays, or 3,600 tonnes

e Itis the first Zespri Kiwifruit variety to be harvested at the start of the season with the berry-like
kiwifruit now available in most supermarkets and fruit and vegetable stores in New Zealand

e This season it is also available in Japan, China, Taiwan and Singapore and for the first time in
Malaysia, South Korea and Hong Kong

e It has vibrant red flesh and tempting berry sweet flavours

e They are naturally high in Vitamin C and contain anthocyanins that are naturally occurring
pigments within the fruit giving the fruit its red colour

e  Zespri RubyRed™ Kiwifruit are naturally smaller, making them perfect for school lunchboxes

e They have a shorter shelf life compared to other Zespri varieties and should be kept
refrigerated until ready to eat but if hard, left at room temperature to ripen

e  Zespri RubyRed™ Kiwifruit is the latest variant to come through Zespri’s world-leading kiwifruit
breeding programme, in partnership with Plant & Food Research, with 2024 marking the third
year of commercial production
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IMAGERY
Images of Zespri RubyRed™ Kiwifruit can be found in the following link —
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/geb7u2pnpc6bbala5zbtfr/h?rlkey=08cpm97kzinuxklI825nx6v21&dI=0

ABOUT ZESPRI

Zespri is 100 percent owned by current and former kiwifruit growers and has a global team of 850 based
in Mount Maunganui and throughout Asia, Europe and the Americas. Our purpose is to help people,
communities and the environment thrive through the goodness of kiwifruit, and we work with 2,800
growers in New Zealand and 1,500 growers offshore to provide consumers with fresh, healthy and
great-tasting Zespri Green, Zespri RubyRed™ and SunGold Kiwifruit. In 2022/23, we supplied 183.5
million trays of kiwifruit to consumers in more than 50 markets, and recorded global operating revenue
of NZS4.22 billion. Zespri is committed to sustainability, with areas of improvement identified right
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through the supply chain including our pledge that by 2025 we will use 100 percent reusable, recyclable
or compostable packaging, do more to help the environment, and work with our partners to be carbon
positive by 2035



